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issued for recovery.   One finds a readiness to suffer imprisonment
and assaults but not loss of goods.   The anomaly is at first sight
difficult to understand but it is really easy to appreciate.   We are
so much tied down to our goods and other possessions that when no
disgrace attaches to imprisonment, we prefer the inconvenience to
loss of property.   But we must perceive that we will lose a winning
game if we are not prepared to sacrifice our earthly possessions as
well as bodily ease for the sake of it.   In an ill-managed State, a
man with conscience pawns to it his goods, all other wealth, and
his body and sets his  conscience free.   This  struggle,  therefore,
can give us victory only if we become indifferent to everything
through which the State can press us into subjection to its will.
We must be prepared, therefore, to let our goods and our land be
taken away from us and rejoice over the dispossession even as we
rejoice today over imprisonments.   We may rest assured that the
Government will be more quickly tired of selling our chattels than
it is already of taking charge of our bodies.   And if we are sure,
as we must be, of winning full swaraj before long, we must have
faith enough to know that all the land that can be taken away
will return to us intact and the best part even of money.   When
Belgium was overrun by the Germans, the Belgians knew that they
would return to their own lands so long as they retained the will
to suffer for the restoration of their property.   The late General
Botha1 was a fugitive  from his own rich   possessions  including
hundreds of acres of land and finest cattle in South Africa.   He
did not count the cost, put up a fine fight and became virtually the
crowned king of South Africa and had all his property returned
to him with honour.   We may not do less than the Boers and the
Belgians especially as ours is a struggle in which we are pledged
to make all sacrifice and exact none.   We must voluntarily though
temporarily embrace poverty if we will banish pauperism and
pariahdom from the land.   The sacrifice of the ease by a few
of us is nothing compared to the reward which is in store for us,
viz., the restoration of the honour and prosperity of this holy land.

Young India, 12-1-1922

1 1862-1919; Boer general and statesman; Prime Minister of the Transvaal,
1907, and of South African Union, 1910-19